Kill Malarial Mosquitoes Now! Ask Congress to save African lives.
450,000,000 Africans get malaria every year. Up to 2,000,000 die. Most are children. Victims are often so weakened they cannot work or attend school for weeks on end. Many are left with permanent brain damage – and immune systems so enfeebled that they die of AIDS, typhus, dysentery, tuberculosis or other diseases. Malaria costs an already impoverished Africa $12 billion in lost productivity every year.

It should be comparatively easy to control. But we’ve lacked the moral clarity and political willpower to do so.
Now, thanks to several senators and congressmen, we have an opportunity to reduce this killer disease, save lives, generate prosperity, control errant government programs, and reduce aid programs that too often enrich the foreign bank accounts of corrupt dictators, but do little to help poor people. How can you help? 
Support legislation and report language requiring that the U.S. Agency for International Development: show how its money is spent … spend significant funds on commodities that save lives … and become more accountable to Congress and America’s taxpayers. 

Transparency and accountability are vital for corporations. They’re just as important for government agencies. Senate pressure has ensured that USAID has started to improve its transparency, but it needs to be held to its promises and become more accountable and effective in actually controlling malaria.

Conferences and consultants can be important. But last year USAID devoted 85% of its malaria budget to them. A more effective strategy would be to devote the majority of funding to commodities like life-saving drugs and insecticides.  The US government promotes the use of insecticide-treated bed nets, which have a place in malaria control. But they cannot and should not replace other interventions, such as indoor spraying with insecticides, which have been shown to reduce malaria cases and deaths dramatically.
Bed nets get torn. They only protect one person at a time. People often don’t use them, because the insecticide irritates their skin or they forget … kick them off when it gets unbearably hot … don’t have enough for every family member … or are working or doing homework when mosquitoes arrive. 

Drugs that work (Artemisinin-based) are in critically short supply. USAID hopes to have 55 million pediatric doses by 2006 – for 500 million critically ill malaria patients worldwide. We need to slash the number of people getting malaria, so that we can get the best drugs to those who still get sick. How can we do that? 
Insecticides helped eradicate malaria in the United States and Europe, saving countless lives. They are our first line of defense against West Nile virus and other diseases. USAID once funded very effective indoor residual spraying programs around the world; it can and should revive our once-proud anti-malaria programs.  
DDT – sprayed once or twice a year in tiny amounts on walls of mud-and-thatch or cinder block homes – keeps 90% of mosquitoes from entering the home, kills any that land and irritates the rest, so they don’t bite. It protects everyone in the home. No other pesticide, at any price, is this effective – or as safe as DDT. 
Indoor spraying with DDT reduced malaria cases and deaths by 75% to 90% in South Africa, Swaziland and Zambia. It reduced the presence of malaria parasites from 70% to less than 10% in Mozambique. 
Decisions about how to control diseases must be made by health ministers in countries with malaria epidemics – not by bureaucrats in malaria-free Washington offices. Africans don’t need protection against trivial risks from pesticides. They need protection against diseases and death that pesticides can help prevent. 

Success must be measured in disease prevented and lives saved – not in numbers of conferences held or bed nets distributed. Your support for this legislation could save countless parents and children from the scourge of malaria. It would help safeguard their most basic human rights – to health, and to life itself. 
Please call your senators at 202-224-3121 and congressman at 202-225-3121. Ask them to support the Senate version of HR 3057 and report language on Section 6125, to make USAID more transparent and accountable, and save lives by using DDT and other insecticides for indoor spraying programs. Ask your friends to, as well.
Please contact Senators Brownback, Coburn, Dole, Durbin, Frist, Leahy, Lugar, McConnell and Reid, too. Also Congressmen Delay, Gephardt, Hastert, Hyde, Kolbe, Lowey, Pelosi, Shadegg and Smith (NJ). 
For more information, see www.FightingMalaria.org – http://senate.gov/ – http://www.house.gov/  
